In the Prussian Diet elections of 1921 von Papen was
elected a Centre deputy for Westphalia, the votes of the
agriculturists and peasants giving him a mandate to watch
over and fight for their interests, which were also his own,
in the Assembly of Lutheran Prussia, He joined that
company of Junkers and upper-middle-class Germans who
saw, in the weakness of the Socialist regime and the lack
of political experience of the Ministers, a grand chance
to rebuild the old caste system in a Nationalist Germany,
He became a leading opponent of the policy of fulfilment
of the Treaty of Versailles; he refused to believe that
Germany was in tradition and outlook suited to this inter-
national Democracy on the French model. He had not
forgotten his early training and he, believing in German
greatness, stuck to the idea that Germany had a cultural
and religious mission in Europe. All of which one would
like to believe to be sincere, but while so far he had done
much, however discreditably, to achieve something towards
greatness and supremacy for Germany, that behaviour
belied the cultural and religious side of his creed.
The German problem was National and not Inter-
national, He believed, in opposition to the Socialist
intelligentsia and enthusiasts of a policy of pacifism, who
believed in a policy of collaboration with the Western
Powers, that all National forces in the Reich should be
collected together in one common front and, through this
unity, break the stranglehold exercised by the ex-Allied
Powers. Nationalism was von Papen's creed and a National
Germany became his aim.
He maintained as early as 1920 that "only through
collecting the splinters of the Nation and bringing them
into the centre kernel of the German Reich " could German
future be assured. That sounds like Adolf Hitler in 1930,
but at the time von Papen was persuading many Germans
to rally ^ to Nationalism with this argument, the leader of
the National-Socialist Party was finding it difficult to raise
enough money to pay the rent of the halls and beerhouses
in which he held his meetings,
^This Nationalism brought von Papen into bad odour
with the Centre Party, particularly with the Left section,